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PRESS RELEASE

ALL WALES GRASSLAND FARMING COMPETITION 

2006

This year’s winner of the Grassland Farming Competition jointly run by the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society and the Federation of Welsh Grassland Societies and sponsored by HSBC Bank is Mr Brian Bown, Tre Wyn, Maenaddwyn, Llanerchymedd, Ynys Mon. Mr Bown is a member of Anglesey Grassland Society and will now go on to represent Wales in the British Grassland Societies UK competition.
Tre Wyn is a business totalling 80 Hectares and carries 470 breeding ewes, 125 ewe lambs, 100 store cattle and 40 acres of arable.  The ewes are Mule cross Texel and Mule cross Suffolk.  High Index Texel rams are used to produce finished lamb. In addition store lambs are purchased to finish off high quality grass/ legume swards.  Store cattle are housed over winter and fed only high quality silage. These are finished off grass the following summer selling from August to Christmas.

Regular attention is paid to soil nutrient status and nitrogen fertilizer is mainly used for early grazing and silage. Mid season reliance is on white and red clover for nitrogen supply. Judges commented on the excellent swards across the entire farm both younger leys and older swards. Mr Bown demonstrates a sound system with an excellent grazing policy of sheep and cattle to exploit early and whole season production. Big bale silage strategy allows the flexibility which results in very high utilization for grass produced.   

Reseeding plays its part, following arable in rotation using high sugar grasses and also red clover. The system is also able to adjust to the changing economics of commodities. An example is the reduction in arable area this season and seeking entry into Tir Cynal. The farm is very well maintained with attention also to hedge and tree planting, dry stone wall repair and pond development.

Dylan Owen, HSBC judge, commented that “the business shows a good workable stocking rate not exceeding farm capacity with a high lambing percentage for early lambing. Good quality and weight of lamb and cattle sales, but above all a good recognition and practice re purchase and sale prices, seeking premium sale prices.”

Glasnant Morgan, last years UK grassland winner said “Tre Wyn has an excellent integrated beef, sheep and arable business well suited to the farm and has the flexibility to respond to changing agricultural conditions. It shows clear targets and has an exceptional combination of attention to detail with a very practical and robust operation, founded on high quality grassland producing highly marketable livestock across the whole farm.”
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Runner-up in the Competition this year was Mr Jonathan Ladd, Trehowel, Goodwick, Pembrokeshire a member of the North Pembrokeshire Grassland Society. The farm carries a herd of 172  dairy cows 41 bulling heifers and 42 calves on a 250 acre holding of which 190 acres are productive grassland.  Herd yield is 6400l/cow with 4.10% butterfat and 3.47% protein and 1 tonne of concentrates fed. The farm shows a very clear business objective and well developed dairy system  combining an NZ approach adapted to the farm and UK conditions. Judges highly commended Mr Ladd for having built a substantial dairy business and increasing asset base through very effective grassland and dairy cow management.

The other finalists in a competition strongly supported throughout Wales were Mr Richard Tudor, Llysun, Llanerfyl, Welshpool, Powys. Mr Aled Rees, Trefere Fawr, Penparc, Cardigan, Ceredigion and Mr David Powell, Cilwhybert Farm, Brecon, Powys The five farms represented a real cross section of farming conditions across Wales and grassmanship of the very highest order
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