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Learn about manure management on organic farms
 

An event is being organized at Trefere Fawr Farm, Penparcau, Cardigan on 24 February 2009 to show farmers how to make best use of a farm’s manure. It is being organized by Organic Centre Wales as part of the Farming Connect Organic Development Programme and is aimed at all farmers, organic and conventional.
 

Farmyard manure can never be described as a waste product on the organic farm, because it is the best source of fertiliser that the farmer has. It recycles nutrients originally taken from the soil, returning them to the ground from where they came.  Maintaining soil fertility is an important aspect of organic farming and knowing to how to store, allocate and spread muck is essential for the sake of the soil and to conform to organic standards as well as environmental regulations.
 

The event will be led by Huw Powell of the Grassland Development Centre, IBERS, Aberystwyth University. He will describe the nutrient value of slurry and farmyard manure, how to ensure that as much of the nutrient content of the manure as possible makes its way into the soil, and how important secure storage of manure is.  
 

“The most cost effective way for organic farmers to keep their soils healthy and vibrant is to apply the correct amount of manure at the right time and onto the fields that require it the most,” said Philip Jones of Organic Centre Wales, the event organiser. “Aled Rees, the host farmer, has arranged a demonstration of slurry application on the day, and Huw Powell will be able to comment on that and show how the different application techniques compare. Some are better than others at making sure nutrients get into the soil, not the atmosphere or watercourses.” 
 

The event, which is free, starts at 11.00am and will finish at 3.00pm with lunch and refreshments provided.  For catering purposes, producers interested in attending must register with Phil Jones on 01970 622248 to ensure a place and check the arrangements.
 

Ends
 

Further information
1. Phil Jones, Helpline Officer, Organic Centre Wales, IBERS, Aberystwyth. 01970 622248, pij@aber.ac.uk. 
2. Huw Powell, Grassland Development Centre, IBERS, Aberystwyth  01970 823028, hgp@aber.ac.uk. 
 

Notes for editors
1. Organic Centre Wales is funded by the Welsh Assembly Government to provide information on organic food and farming to producers, food businesses, consumers and others. It is based at Aberystwyth University and run by a partnership consisting of the ADAS, the Organic Research Centre Elm Farm, and the Institute of Biological, Environmental and Rural Sciences at Aberystwyth University.
2. The Organic Conversion Information Service (01970 622100) is funded by WAG to provide information to producers considering conversion – an information pack and up to three free on-farm visits are available.
3.  Farming Connect, working closely with its partner organisations, provides one to one support, knowledge, expertise, training and advisory services tailored to the needs of farmers in Wales. Many of these services are fully funded or subsidised and the service is both flexible and accessible. You can register with the Farming Connect Service Centre on 08456 000 813 or contact Farming Connect directly at your nearest WAG Divisional Office. OCW is funded by Farming Connect to deliver the Organic Development Programme.
