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2009 Silage Competition results

Big Bale silage stacks up alongside Clamp silage.

This year for the first time ever the winner of the All Wales Big Bale silage competition (administered by the Federation of Welsh Grassland Societies (FWGS) and sponsored by bpi.agri), will be run in conjunction with the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society (RWAS). The winner will receive their award at the Royal Welsh Show.
For many years the FWGS All Wales Clamp silage competition has been run in conjunction with the RWAS, but Charlie Morgan, secretary to FWGS has always maintained that Big Bale producers needed equal recognition. Once secure sponsorship from bpi.agri had been agreed, and an emotional but apt award in the form of an engraved slate plate in memory of the late Raymond Jones was in place, the RWAS were approached to request equal standing for the Big Bale competition. This has been granted by Council and 2009 will see the winner of the first RWAS recognised Big Bale competition awarded at the show.

With the ever changing economic and environmental climate, big bale forages are establishing a firm position in Welsh agriculture. They allow higher dry matter forage to be conserved without reducing feed quality. They also allow the opportunity to harvest specific crops which can be used as a constituent of a TMR such as red clover. The system allows better forage management when small areas of forage can be harvested in a grazing rotation and also economically, payment is per bale not per acre, so lighter high quality crops become more affordable. Environmentally higher dry matters mean lower risk of effluent loss and potentially drier manures if stored correctly. Big bales in general will require lower powered machinery. 

The judges for the final of the All Wales Big Bale silage competition were last year’s winner Mr Jonathan Thomas of North Pembrokeshire Grassland Society, Mr Mel John of bpi.agri and technical judge Dr Dave Davies IBERS. The judges were very impressed with the simplistic but effective approach the winner and runner-up demonstrated. They also commented on the cost considerations applied. Storage of bales was addressed to minimise cost of haulage and feeding and 6 layers of wrap instead of 4 was a sound decision which reflected in the minimal waste and high qualities on view to the judges. 

Winner: Andrew Lewis, Cilgwyn Mawr, Newport Pembrokeshire, a member of Cardigan and District Grassland Society.

Mr Lewis runs a 210 acre dairy and sheep farm. 67 milking cows plus followers and 450 ewes plus 160 ewe lambs. Analysis showed a DM of 46.4%, CP 17.7, ME 11.5, Ammonia-N 6.9% and a D-value of 72%. Cows are yielding 6700litres on a rotational grazing system and concentrates fed are 1.1t/hd/pa. A simple system of feeding bales in modified ring feeders with minimal waste and machinery cost, but good attention to detail were the comments from judges.

Runner-up: Mr Robert Jenkins Cilhaul, Trefeglws, Caersws, Powys. Upper Severn Grassland Society.

Mr Jenkins farms 1100acres of steep sloping SDA land. Enterprises consist of 120 Suckler cows plus bulling heifers and store cattle, plus 2650 ewes including replacements. Analysis of the one cut system showed a DM of 42.7%, CP 13.7%, ME 10.6, Ammonia-N 7.1% and a D-value of 66%. Judges were impressed with the location of stacks around the farm, all well positioned and protected with net. This reduces feeding cost and soil damage by not having to transport silage around the farm in the winter months.

Finalists:

Mr Edward Thomas, Pancross Farm, Llancarfen, Barry. Glamorgan Grassland Society

Mr Michael David James, Tresiencyn Farm Marthry. North Pembrokeshire Grassland Society.

All Wales Clamp Silage Competition

The All Wales Clamp Silage Competition is run in conjunction with the RWAS and is sponsored by NatWest Bank.

Judges for the final round consisted of Martin Doyle of NatWest Bank, last years winner Mr John Harries of North Pembs grassland society and Mr John Evans as technical judge. Mr Evans has judged this competition for a number of years and commented how increasingly difficult job it is becoming as the standard of entries continues to improve. They were very impressed in the silage quality in such a difficult season and also across the length and breadth of Wales. The efficiency measures that have to be considered in winter feeding management is more critical than ever and the simpler systems are the ones that have the potential to leave the greatest margins.

Winner: Mr John Parry, Goitre Farm, Kerry, Powys. Upper Severn Grasland Society.

Mr Parry runs 230 acre unit and 200 acres of grass keep. There are 60 Suckler cows and calves plus 60 finishing cattle. 850 ewe flock and 100 ewe lambs. The winning silage had a DM 28.5%, CP 13.2, ME 11.2 and Ammonia-N 4.8. Judges commented on how rare a self feed system is by today, but a self feed sheep system even rarer. The 4ft high indoor clamp was extremely efficient and wastage was minimal feeding 450 ewes.

Runner-up: Tim and William James, Farthings Hook Farm, Henrys Moat, Clarbeston Road, Pembrokeshire. North Pembs Grassland Society

The James’ farm 482 acres of mixed dairy and arable enterprises. There are 280 cows plus 230 cattle under 24 months. Their 3 cut system amounting to 2900t is fed as part of a complete diet and total concentrates are 2.3t/cow. Analysis showed DM 34.3%, CP 16.1, ME 11.0 and ammonia-N 9.9%. Cows are yielding 8300l on a paddock and strip grazing system stocked at 2.1 cows/ha.

Finalists:

Mr D.W. & L.L.A Jones, Crud-y-Gwynt, Bryn-y-Maen, Bae Colwyn, Conwy

Aberconwy Grassland Society

Mr Geraint Davies, Glaspant, Beulah, Newcastle Emlyn

Cardigan & District Grassland Society

Messrs A. & E. Williams, Rhadyr Farms Ltd, Pant-y-Cwcw Farm, Llanbadoc, Usk, Mons 

Monmouth Grassland Society

The FWGS is extremely grateful for the sponsorship it receives from NatWest Bank and bpi.agri and to the RWAS for supporting these competitions.
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