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BRITISH GRASSLAND SOCIETY
Press Release

Grassland Competition winner announced

Arthur Owen was revealed as the winner of the BGS National Grassland Management Competition 2007 at the Dairy Show on Jan 30, following delayed judging due to foot-and-mouth restrictions. 

The national competition, sponsored by DLF-Trifoilum and GrowHow UK, is run annually with dozens of BGS affiliated local grassland societies running local competitions and entering into seven regional rounds, from which three finalists are selected for on-farm judging. 

Arthur is a member of Betws-yn-Rhos Grassland Society in North Wales and runs a 225-cow autumn calving herd, at Bodysgaw Isa, Llannefydd, Denbigh, with the support of his wife Marianne. He was presented with the Star Trophy and a £500 cheque at the Show. 

Many of the techniques Arthur employs are more common on spring calving units. Arthur says he benefits from attending a local group of mostly spring calving grazers and he has applied those principles to his autumn calving situation. 

The group has given him confidence and support to make changes and by measuring grass available he has been able to extend the grazing season by three months. This has allowed him to increase stocking rate by one third, from 120 to 225 cows, but he makes no more silage than he did 10 years ago. 

Now turnout is in early February and housing will not occur until maybe Christmas, even though the cows calve in autumn. “You can get away with grazing cows in quite difficult conditions when they go out hungry, with silage finished up at 2-3am and when you bring them in again after 2-3 hours,” says Mr Owen.
Good use of grazing is reflected in his low production costs, although milk yield is not low with cows averaging 7,200 litres and cost

ings show 3,600 litres/cow of this is coming from forage. Butterfat and protein are 4.01% and 3.21%, respectively. The farm is all grass, covering 115ha, but whole-crop wheat is purchased as a standing crop and the stocking density is 2.4 LU/ha including the whole-crop area. 

This farm is still developing with increased use of crossbreeding to increase longevity by reducing disease and increasing fertility and with more tracks being installed. The judges, lead by BGS president Richard Ratcliffe, conclude this was a well run farm, focussed on reducing costs, minimising labour input, expanding the business and keeping the farm profitable. Arthur is also credited with a sound reseeding policy and is making strategic use of slurry with an umbilical spreading system.
The two runners up in are: Thomas Fisher, Cumbria and Neale Manning, Shropshire

For further information visit the BGS stand on the balcony in the Showering Pavillion at the Dairy Show or contact Jessica Buss, BGS director on 01285 885166 or jessica@britishgrassland.com
Find out more about BGS on www.britishgrassland.com 

The BGS National Grassland Management Competition is sponsored by:
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