Monitoring of Grass Quality for Ensiling
For samples taken June 6th 2005 
GRASS TEST RESULTS – 6th June 2005 
	Crop type/

Test
	Young prg leys
	Older PRG leys

	D value


	67.5
	66.8

	Crude protein %


	16.5
	18.5

	Nitrate N %


	0.01
	0.01

	Soluble sugar  %@20% DM 
	2.8
	2.9


D Values. All of our samples are now from beef/sheep farms with leys based on intermediates and lates, with most having been closed out in late April/early May. Those leys are showing plenty of head and D’s will decline at a fairly high rate. Producers chasing heavier crops will experience not only penalties in digestibility and protein but a significant decline in tiller density and a delay in aftermath re-growth.
Crude protein – averages are being boosted by the introduction of new fields into our sampling programme.  These include a couple of fields that were heavily mucked over winter and were shut in early May after hard spring grazing and have levels over 20%. Where fresh manure has been applied and if cutting can be delayed until next week and the crops are well wilted there should be no problems with ammonia. 

Nitrate levels remain acceptable in all crops. 
Sugar levels recorded earlier this week were on the low side – with all except one sample below our target of 3%. These crops will need a good wilt and a target dry matter above 25% to promote a good fermentation.
Additive use:
It is recommended that where silages are high quality targeted for growing/finishing stock or milking cows that an additive should be used to maximise protein quality. Additives would be advisable on all silages where conditions may restrict rapid fermentation; low sugars, high nitrates, wet crops and poor harvesting conditions.

For more information contact IGER Grassland Development Centre on 01970 823024 or email chris.duller@bbsrc.ac.uk, heather.mccalman@bbsrc.ac.uk,

bryan.evans@bbsrc.ac.uk
