Monitoring of Grass Quality for Ensiling

6 May 2005
GRASS TEST RESULTS

	Crop type/

Test
	Short term Hybrid/ IRG
	Young prg leys
	Older PRG leys
	High clover organic leys

	D value


	69
	70
	70
	72

	Crude protein %


	22
	21
	24
	18.5

	Nitrate N %


	0.02
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Soluble sugar  %@20% DM
	2.5
	2.7
	2.2
	3.8


Stem formation is starting to progress within intermediate perennials in lowland swards, with flowering heads appearing in early heading varieties and Italians and hybrids. D value is likely to decline rapidly in short term leys.

Where N application levels have been at recommended levels of around 120kgN/ha including slurry (96 units/acre) there appear few problems with nitrate-N levels. There have been a few samples that have shown worryingly high nitrate levels, coupled with low sugars – these have tended to be leys that had a very high dose of slurry.
Sugar levels are starting to rise and should continue to do so if the current forecast for good weather next week holds true.
Beware that in leys with a lower ryegrass content, sugars may be at reduced level. 
Additive use:
It is recommended that where silages are high quality targeted for growing/fattening stock or milking cows that an additive should be used to maximise protein quality. Additives would be advisable on all silages where conditions may restrict rapid fermentation; low sugars, high nitrates, wet crops and poor harvesting conditions.
For more information contact IGER Grassland Development Centre on 01970 823024 or email chris.duller@bbsrc.ac.uk
